K-1 New Testament

Session 3 – Concepts and Objectives

Overview
During this session the children continue to study the events of Jesus’ life.  Some lessons will include His teaching, some His miracles and most will cover the parables He taught.

The students will continue to create two books:  “Miracles of Jesus” and “Parables of Jesus” throughout this session.  They will be completed during later sessions. 

During this session we will continue to make connections between concepts learned about God in the OT and concepts learned about Jesus in the NT.  For example, in the story of Feeding the 4,000 talk about Jesus power to provide food for the multitude.  Compare to God’s power to provide food in the OT (Israelites, Elijah, etc.)  What God can do, God’s son can do!   

Chronology

We will continue to review the Bible Time Line highlighting the era of Jesus’ Life.  This will be done mainly in pre-class activities using “People” flash cards.

Geography

Using a globe, the children will become familiar the location of Israel as the location of these stories. 
Bethany will be located on a class map during Lesson 7 as the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.

Bible Story Facts

As miracles are studied, the students will be able to recall:


Jesus was the Son of God.


Jesus had the power to do miracles.


Jesus had compassion on others.


Many people had faith in Jesus.

These sentences explain how and why Jesus could do miracles and the reaction of people.

The students will be able to define “parables”: stories that Jesus told about everyday activities that taught a lesson about God’s kingdom. 

(An earthly story with a heavenly meaning)

The students will become familiar with the purpose of parables:  Jesus taught in parables to teach important lessons about God’s word, work and kingdom.  Parables also teach us lessons about our heart’s response to God.

The students will continue to be able to identify the four gospels and at least one unique characteristic of each.


Matthew – written to answer many questions of the Jews


Mark – gospel full of action (key word – “immediately”)


Luke – written by a doctor


John – written by Jesus’ dear friend
Lesson Facts

In each of the following lessons, the students will be able to…

The Feeding of the Four Thousand

1. Recall the facts of the story.

2. Explain the meanings of: multitude, miracle, compassion

3. Recall the “Miracles sentences.”
4. Discuss why Jesus did miracles – to prove He is the Son of God.
Peter’s Great Confession
1. Recall the facts of the story.

2. Give the definition of “Peter” – rock.

3. Name what was given to Peter because of His confession.

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
1. Review “Miracle” sentences.

2. Recall the facts of the story.

3. Define “compassion.”

4. Compare to stories of God’s healing in the OT.

The Parable of the Sower

1. Describe the four types of soil in the story.

2. Recall what is represented by the seed and the soil in the parable.

3. Explain what a “parable” is.

4. Explain that our hearts need to be ready for God’s word.

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

1. Explain what a “parable” is.

2. Recall the events and characters in the parable.

3. Contrast the actions of the priest and Levite with the Samaritan.

4. Explain that our hearts need to be ready to serve others.

Jesus Visits Mary and Martha

1. Recall the people and events of the lesson.

2. Contrast the actions of Mary and Martha.

3. Contrast “good things” and “better things” in our lives.

4. Describe what kinds of “better things” they would do if Jesus came to their house.

Jesus Teaches His Disciples to Pray, Part 1

1. Recall times that Jesus prayed earlier in His life.

2. Begin to have an understanding of parts or kinds of prayer.



God, you are…(praise)



Thank you for…(thanksgiving)



Please help…(intercession)



I’m sorry…(confessing our sins)

3. Dictate parts of prayer.
Jesus Teaches His Disciples to Pray, Part 2
1. Review OT examples of prayer

2. Reivew Jesus’ example of prayer to His disciples

3. Describe when/where/why we can pray.

The Parable of the Foolish Farmer

1. Explain what a “parable” is.

2. Name parables studied in earlier lessons.  Explain lessons taught by each.

3. Recall facts of parable of Foolish Farmer

4. Discuss God’s disappointment with the farmer.

5. Explain the lesson Jesus taught with the parable.

*The Parable of the Lost Sheep

1. Explain what a “parable” is.

2. Name parables studied in earlier lessons.  Explain lessons taught by each.

3. Recall facts of parable of the lost sheep.

4. Explain lesson Jesus taught with parable.

*The Parable of the Lost Coin

1. Explain what a “parable” is.

2. Name parables studied in earlier lessons.  Explain lessons taught by each.

3. Recall facts of parable of the lost coin.

4. Explain lesson Jesus taught with parable.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

1. Explain what a “parable” is.

2. Name parables studied in earlier lessons.  Explain lessons taught by each.

3. Recall facts of parable of the lost sheep.

4. Explain lesson Jesus taught with parable.
*These two lessons could be combined, leaving time for a Review lesson.

Memory Work

New Testament books


Matthew 16:16


Luke 10:27
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Session 3, Lesson 1
Feeding the Four Thousand

· As children arrive, have them draw a picture of themselves reading the Bible on the front of the envelopes they’ll be using to take Daily Bible reading sheets to/from home.

· Prayer

· Songs

Books of the New Testament




“Tell Me the Story of Jesus”




“Jesus, Name Above All Names”

· Review
The miracles we’ve studied having the children read 


“Did You Know…?” cards to each other.



Go over rebus sentences about Jesus & Miracles. Add 



hand motions, too.





Jesus is the Son of God.





Jesus had the power to do miracles.





Jesus had compassion on others.





Many people had faith in Jesus.
· Today’s lesson:  Text Matthew 15:29-39 and Mark 8:1-10




*Words to discuss:  multitude, compassion (use Big



Words for Little People to discuss meaning), miracle




*Discuss importance of Jesus’ working miracles --- 



what a wonderful sign to people that HE IS THE SON OF 


GOD.




*Discuss similarities to Feeding of 5,000.

· Activity:
Complete the rebus story for Miracles book. Children 


illustrate words in “boxes.”
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Peter’s Great Confession

Pre-Class
Play Hangman to introduce the word “Christ” for the 



lesson today.

Prayer

Songs

“Books of NT”




“Jesus, Name Above All Names”
Lesson

Tell story from Matthew 16 about Jesus’ question to 



His disciples, “Who do men say that I am?”

Role play

Teacher is Jesus asking this question.  Have children 



hold ABeka picture cards showing the answers 




given by other disciples, Elijah, Jeremiah, John the 



Baptist.  Have another child act as Peter, giving his 



answer, “You are the Christ…” The teacher gives Jesus’ 



response using a picture of a solid rock, and a picture 



cut-out of keys to the kingdom.   Talk about the 




kingdom being the church and explain how Peter will 



preach the first sermon that teaches people how to 



enter Christ’s kingdom, the church.

Activity

Children complete “Peter’s Great Confession” book 



using secret code words and pictures.

Take Home
Memory Verse, Matthew 16:16
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The Transfiguration

Pre-Class 
Memory Work  
Matthew 16:16




 Names of 4 gospels

Songs


“Jesus Is a Friend of Mine”




“Sing A Song About Jesus”





“Books of New Testament”

Prayer 


Review 

1.  Give each child a card labeled, Where? Who? 


What? To help review, ask the children holding
 
each card to tell where Jesus has been, who He has 
met, what He has 
done. Tell the who and where of 
today’s lesson, but you’ll have to wait and see what 
happens to Jesus. 
It’s like nothing we’ve learned about 
so far!!


2. Lesson of Peter’s confession.

Lesson 

Six days later---story of Transfiguration


Tell story (in front of mountain scene 
with large 
cloud hanging from ceiling) 
Emphasize feelings, 
reactions of 3 apostles.

Emphasis: Isn’t God great to make sure these men 
understood that Jesus was His son, so that they would 
teach others and we could learn and have that same 
faith too!?!


Re-enact story using props: shirts/robes for Moses 
and Elijah, white shirt/robe for Jesus


Parts: Peter, James, John, Jesus, Moses, Elijah, voice 
from Heaven

Activity 

Transfiguration scene
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Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

Pre-Class
Recite Memory Verse.




Children draw pictures of beautiful things or things 



they love very much on index cards. Tape black 




construction paper at the top of each index card, 



covering the picture.  These will be used later in 




telling the story.

Prayer

Lesson

Review the “Miracle” sentences.  Talk about why Jesus 



did miracles and the reaction of others. (belief)




Have the children share their illustrations with the 



class.  Talk about how it would feel if you loved these 



things, but had never seen them.  Talk about things a 



blind person could not do or participate in.  How sad 



that must be!  Once Jesus met a blind person and 



showed great compassion for him.  




Use the large flip book to tell the story of the healing 



of the blind man at the Pool of Siloam. (John 9)  Also, 



talk about the reaction of the Jewish leaders. (disbelief 



and anger)

Activities

Children make individual books similar to the large flip 


book.
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The Parable of the Sower

Pre-Class
Memory Work, Matthew 16:16




Play “Hangman” with: parable, farmer




    These two words will be heard in today’s lesson.

Songs

“Tell Me the Story of Jesus”

Prayer

Be sure to thank God for the wonderful stories Jesus 



used to teach us great lessons about God’s work.

Lesson

Wear garden gloves, bring in gardening tools to 




“enhance” the telling of today’s parable.  Also, place 



soil in muffin cups to represent the different kinds of 



soil.  (A little soil to show the wayside.  Rocks in one 



cup of soil.  Sticks in another.  A lot of soil and a flower 


in another.




Discuss what a “parable” is --- a story that Jesus told 



about everyday things that teach us something about 



God and His work --- an earthly story with a Heavenly 



meaning.




Today’s lesson is about a parable that Jesus told His 



disciples about a sower (a farmer; a gardener) who 



planted some seeds on different kinds of ground.




Tell the story of farmer using picture and/or props to 



describe the four types of soil.




Talk about the true meaning of this parable.  God’s 



word is the seed.  Describe how the four kinds of 



soil/ground described represent the heart of each 



person who hears God’s word.  Emphasize what kind 



of heart we need to have.  We need to have a heart 



ready for God’s word.
Activity

Have children begin the first page of their “Parables” 



books.  They will illustrate what happened t the seed 



on each of the four kinds of soil.




Also, if time allows, each child will add sticker to 




represent the earth (earthly story) and glitter to the 



cloud (heavenly meaning) and a on the cover 




of the book.
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Parable: The Good Samaritan

Pre-Class
Have children practice saying the books of the NT




Have games available to for children to put books of 



NT in order, crosswords, word searches, etc.




Memory Verse, Matthew 16:16

Prayer

Remember to ask God to help us to be good neighbors 


and thoughtful friends.

Lesson

Review what a “parable” is.



What was the first parable we studied?  What kinds of 



hearts did we learn that we should have?  What does 



that mean we should do when we learn something 



from God’s word?  (Practice what we’ve learned…do 



it…that’s what it means for God’s word to grow in our 



good hearts.)




Use Stories Jesus Told, by Nick Butterworth and/or 



ABeka Picture cards to tell the parable of the Good 



Samaritan.  This is a familiar parable to the children, so 


they may want to participate in telling it.



Background:  Talk about the relationship between Jews 



and Samaritans.  They were hardly ever friends or 



friendly to each other.  In fact, many of them hated 



each other!  But, the Samaritan in this story had a 



GOOD heart that would please God.



We need to have a heart ready to serve others.
Activity

Role-play the story.  Emphasize the kindness that the 



Samaritan had in his heart.  Wasn’t it similar to the 



kind heart Jesus always had when He saw someone in 



need?  Wasn’t it the kind of heart we learned we should 


have in the Parable of the Sower?




Complete the page for the “Parables” book.  Cut out 



the heart (with the memory verse written around the 



border) and illustrate how the Samaritan showed love 



for God and his neighbor.

Take Home
Memory Verse, Luke 10:27
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Jesus Visits Mary and Martha

Pre-Class
Continue to work on books of NT

Prayer

Thank God for the opportunity to come and learn more 


about Him and His Son, Jesus.  Pray for His help that 



we will always be eager to learn as much as we can 



when we study.

Lesson

Talk about what it’s like at home when important 



company is coming.  What does the family do?  How 



does everyone feel?




Today’s lesson is about a family (Mary, Martha, 




Lazarus) who was going to have very special company 



(disciples and JESUS).  Think about how that must’ve 



felt.




Tell of Jesus’ visit.  Contrast Mary and Martha.  Why do 



you think Jesus said that Mary had chosen the better 



thing to do?




Using the cards “Good Things” and “Better Things”  



sort the word cards into the right categories to help 



the children learn what kinds of things are most 




important in our lives.




Think about what it would be like for you and your 



family if Jesus came to your house. What kinds of “Best 



Things” would you choose to do?




Read If Jesus Came to My House, by Joan Gale Thomas.




Have children make construction paper houses and 



write about what they would do if Jesus came to visit 



their family.

	


Prayer is special to me because
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________.
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Jesus Teaches His Disciples to Pray

Part 1

Pre-Class


Prayer

Thank God for giving us all the wonderful 





lessons Jesus taught. Today, we are especially 




thankful that He taught us to pray.  Thank you, 




God, for listening to us when we pray to you.

Lesson

Jesus prayed often.  Can you think of different times 



that we’ve learned about when Jesus prayed?  Before 



choosing His apostles, before eating, before the 




Transfiguration, etc.




His disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray.  



They had watched Him pray.  He didn’t mean just to 



repeat after Him, but to remember to talk to God about 


those kinds of things – praising God, thanking God, 



asking Him for things we need, confessing our sins to 



Him.



Read a book like one of these to acquaint the children 



with Jesus’ example of prayer, types and times for 



prayer:




I Can Pray With Jesus, by Debbie Trafton O’Neal





Learning About Prayer or I Can Pray to God.
Activity

Make our “I Can Pray” books.  First talk about how we 



can pray anytime, anywhere.  (Illustrate)




Next, talk about the parts of prayer.  Make a class 



chart letting the children dictate thoughts for each part 


of prayer.  Have a class prayer including things the 



children dictated on the chart.  Children will take home 


books to use in praying at home with their families.
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Jesus Teaches His Disciples to Pray

Part 2

Pre-Class
Have children dictate thoughts/items for the Prayer




Chart to be used when we say a class prayer.

Prayer

Lesson

Review the things we learned about Prayer in our last 



class.  When did Jesus pray?  What can we pray about?



Using “People” cards, review stories of Old Testament 



characters who prayed to God.  Hannah, Daniel, Elijah, 



Jonah, etc.  Talk about how God answered their 




prayers.




Review Jesus’ example prayer…




“Our Father…”  God is our Heavenly Father.  If our 



earthly fathers care for us, how much more will He?




“Hallowed by thy name.”  He is worthy of praise and 



honor and respect.




“Thy will be done…”  We know that God is doing what 



is best for us.




“Give us this day…” We need to ask God for the things 



we need.




“Forgive our sins…”  We need to tell God what we’ve 



done wrong and ask Him to forgive us.




“Deliver us from the evil one.”  We need God’s help and 


guidance to keep from doing wrong.




Talk about how great it is that the God who made us 



wants to hear from us.  He wants us to talk to Him.  



He’s even taught us how to do it!  Isn’t He great!!

Activity

Have children complete the page “Prayer is special to 



me because…”  Illustrate a time or place they’ve 




prayed.
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Parable:  The Foolish Farmer
Pre-Class
Have children complete this sentence…




“God you are _____________ because __________.”

Prayer

“Praise Prayer”  

Lesson

Review what a parable is.  Talk about how many people 


during this time were farmers.  So Jesus told a parable 



about a farmer to teach them a lesson about God 



and His kingdom.  He wanted them to think about what 


God wants people to treasure most; about the things 



that God thinks are most important.




Read “The Rich Farmer” from Stories Jesus Told. Talk 



about why God was so disappointed with this farmer.  



What should have been more important to him?  Why?



We need to have hearts that think about Heaven.
Activity

Complete two pages for the “Parables” book.

K-1 New Testament

Session 3, Lesson 11

Parable:  The Lost Sheep

Pre-Class
Memory Work




Books of NT





Luke 10:27

Prayer

“Thank you God for…”

Lesson

Have you ever lost something that was very special to




you?  How did you feel about it?  Did you look for a 



long time?




Read “The Lost Sheep” from The Beginners Bible.



Talk about how much time and attention the shepherd 



put into finding one lost sheep even though he still 



had 99.  Make application to God caring for each one 



of us.



Use the secret decoder to complete the story on the 



page for the “Parables” book.  Complete the 




illustration, also.
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Session 3, Lesson 12
Parable:  The Lost Coin

Before class, hide one silver bead in the classroom to be used in telling the story.

Pre-Class
Memory Work





Books of NT





Luke 10:27

Prayer

“God, you are…” (Praise prayer. Each child contributes)

Lesson

Play “Who, What, Where” to review facts of parables 



and other lessons from Jesus’ life.






Review “The Lost Sheep” and its meaning.




Introduce the parable “The Lost Coin” by telling the 



children about making a necklace using silver beads or 


coins.  I need 10 silver beads/coins to complete 




necklace, so I brought them in to show you.  Count 



them. One is missing! I know I had it when I left home.  


Where could it be?  Count again.  Have one or two 



children begin looking.  Can’t find it?  Ask friends to 



help.  Finally, one of the children finds the coin!! 




“Let’s be happy together!!” 




Once Jesus told a story much like the one I just told.  



Remember what these stories that Jesus told were 



called?  (parables)  But, Jesus was always teaching a 



lesson about God’s kingdom and our hearts in His 



parables.  Read “The Lost Coin” from The Beginners 



Bible.  What could the lesson be?  Would it be the same 


as the lesson He taught in the parable of the lost 



sheep?  “God cares for each one of us!




Make “The Lost Coin” book, emphasizing the last page.




Angels rejoiced (were happy together – remember our 



story) when a lost soul comes back to God.
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Parable:  The Prodigal Son

Pre-Class
Memory Work





Books of NT





Luke 10:27

Prayer

“Dear God, please help…” (Each child contributes)

Lesson

Review parables of lost coin, lost sheep.




How did the people feel when they found something 



valuable that had been missing?  Rejoiced—were happy 


together with others!




Talk about how we are valuable to God. He loves us.




He takes care of us. He MADE us.




Read “The Lost Son” from the Beginners Bible.




Tell/draw the story of the prodigal son from The Big 



Book of Bible Story Fun.



Talk about the lesson Jesus was teaching.  God cares 



about each one of us. He is always waiting and 




watching for us.  




Our hearts need to be ready to go back to God when 



we do something wrong.
Activity

Role play the story.  Emphasize the care and rejoicing 



of the father.




Illustrate page for “Parables” book.  Try to show 




expressions of father/son.  Add sentences indicating 



what each said.

